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This book provides a survey of the challenging issues facing today's health care providers, patients, and caregivers by bringing together narratives of illness, commentaries by physicians, debates about complex medical cases, and conceptually and empirically based writings by scholars in medicine, the social sciences, and the humanities. The 17 new pieces in this edition and four pieces from the first edition draw upon a broad range of disciplinary perspectives, including political science, economics, history, and bioethics, to consider changes in health care and the future of U.S. health policy. This book presents basic principles and practical design and management elements to create community-based health organizations. It includes a historical and theoretical overview of the development of community-based health care organizations, and offers guidance for developing the structure and capacity of these organizations to meet the health needs within their communities. The book's content provides information on how to develop leadership and strategic plans, strengthen management, leverage and maximize resources, evaluate programs, and position a community-based health care organization in a changing and competitive environment. 
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